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Topic or Unit of Study (Title):  The Age of Napoleon
Grade Level: 9
Materials: Whiteboard, Paper, List of Examples Worksheet
Summary (and Rationale):  “Students will participate in a concept formation lesson designed to teach them an understanding of the concept [constitutional monarchy]… students will uncover the critical attributes of [a constitutional monarchy] from analysis of a series of examples and non-examples.  Through the development of a standard definition of [constitutional monarchy], students will develop deep knowledge of the concept and its relevance to [the age of Napoleon].  By participating in the lesson students will come to an understanding of the concept while learning about the [constitutional] monarchies in power… [in the 19th century] …and examining contemporary examples.  In the process of identifying the concept, students will also understand the similarities and differences of [absolute] monarchies and totalitarianism.” 
I. Focus and Review (Establish Prior Knowledge): Before teaching a lesson on constitutional monarchy students should have encountered lessons on the religious strife and revolutions in England during the 16th and 17th centuries and the Glorious Revolution, which established the English Constitution. Additionally, students should have already been exposed to absolutism under the reigns of Louis XIV, Peter the Great, and Fredrick William. Give students a bell ringer to refresh their memory on this information and go over the correct answers together. (10 minutes)
II. Statement of Instructional Objective(s) and Assessments: 
	Objectives
	Assessments

	1. Students will identify at least 3 critical attributes of a constitutional monarchy.
2. Students will be able to create a definition of constitutional monarchy that includes the 3 critical attributes established by them.
3. Students will demonstrate knowledge of political changes in France during the 18th and 19th centuries by describing constitutional monarchy in two paragraphs in the context of the French Revolution and the age of Napoleon, one paragraph per topic.
	“In order to gauge student comprehension and understanding of the concept [constitutional monarchy], students will be given a number of cases.  They will be tasked with reading cases and deciding whether or not they are examples or non-examples of [constitutional monarchy] by testing cases for critical attributes.  If they are non-examples, they must decide what attributes could be altered to describe [a constitutional monarchy].  Following this activity, students will come up with one or two examples of [constitutional monarchy] not already discussed in class.  All worksheets will be collected in order to check for completion as well as an understanding of the topic and to gauge the success of the lesson.  Students will be graded on completion of the worksheets, and correct identification of examples and non-examples.” Students will also write, in two paragraphs, the development from a monarchy to a constitutional monarchy during the French Revolution and how France was or was not a constitutional monarchy under Napoleon.


State the objective: 1 minute
Assessment: 30 minutes (this is calculated into the Guided Practice)
III. Teacher Input (Present tasks, information and guidance):  The teacher will draw a graphic organizer on the board and the students, as a class, will name words, ideas, etc that they think of when they hear ‘constitutional monarchy.’ Once a substantial amount of information has been listed the students will then, as a class, categorize everything listed that seem to fit together. These are the “critical attributes.” The students will then be asked to copy the completed graphic organizer in their notebooks.
(20 minutes)
IV. Guided Practice (Elicit performance): 
“Once students identify three critical attributes, they will be asked to individually produce a summary definition of the concept.  Two or three students will be asked to share their definitions.  After hearing each other’s definitions, students will select the best example, or work with the teacher to assemble a class answer on the board….To assess student understanding of the concept, students will be tasked with classifying four examples.  Students will read the examples and determine whether or not they are examples of [constitutional monarchy].  If they are non-examples, students must determine what attributes should be added or altered to make it an example of [constitutional monarchy]. The class will go over the worksheet and students will discuss the correct answers.”
Additionally, students will write, in two paragraphs, the development from a monarchy to a constitutional monarchy during the French Revolution and how France was or was not a constitutional monarchy under Napoleon.

(50 minutes)

V. Closure (Plan for maintenance): There will be a brief review over what the students should have learned and discuss the homework assignment.
(10 minutes)
VI. Independent Practice: Students will compare and contrast a constitutional monarchy and a monarchy in two sentences and compare and contrast a constitutional monarchy and absolutism in one paragraph. This will be handed in the next day.
STANDARDS:

WH.4.2 Explain the political, social, and economic reasons for the rise of powerful centralized nation-states and empires

WH.6.1 Explain how new ideas and theories of the universe altered political thought and affected economic and social conditions

WH.6.2 Analyze political revolutions in terms of their causes and impact on independence, governing bodies, and church-state relations.

Plans for Individual Differences: 

“Students will have the opportunity to work individually, in pairs, and together as a class… Two versions of examples and non-examples will be used; one in paragraph form where students need to pull out necessary information and a bulleted form which presents important information but still requires students to synthesize it.  Documents that are easier to read may be more appropriate, while more primary sources can be used to challenge honors and gifted students.”

References (APA style):

Robert Wnukowsk (Accessed: February 12, 2012). Absolutism, A concept Formation Lesson Plan. Retrieved from 
http://robertwnukowski.wmwikis.net/file/view/Conceptlessonplanwnukowski2-1.pdf
List of Examples**
Directions: 

Read the following four examples below and decide whether or not they are examples of the concept we are studying.  Make sure to use the critical attributes and definition of the concept to test the examples.  Next to each paragraph write a “yes” if it is an example, and “no” if it is not.  If your answer is “no,” write why it is not an example of the concept.   

1. In 1689 King William and Queen Mary became the monarchs of England.  Before they were crowned, they accepted the English Bill of Rights which required the monarchy to work with Parliament to govern the country.  The monarchs were required to regularly call on Parliament to meet and lost their power to suspend laws.  The responsibility of coordinating the countries finances and power to tax were given to the lower house of Parliament, known as the House of Commons.  
2.   According to the Mandate from Heaven, the right to rule China is granted by Heaven.  The Chinese believed that since there was only one Heaven, there could be only one ruler.  Chinese emperors that were part of the Han dynasty referred to themselves as Sons of Heaven, and commanded respect from all their subjects.  Chinese law dictated that the emperor’s position could not be challenged by anyone.  Emperors handpicked governors and officials in order to centralize their authority and spread their power.  Each emperor served as head of state and commander of the army.  They chose whether or not to listen to advisors, but had no legislative body to monitor imperial power or prevent abuse.   
3.   Saudi Arabia contains one of the last remaining monarchies in the world today.  Monarchs are chosen by members of the royal family and approved by Muslim legal scholars in accordance to the Qur’an and Shari’ah (Islamic law).  State issues are decided by King Abdullah, along with the Council of Ministers and Consultative Council.  With no elections or political parties, it is up to the king to appoint and dismiss members of both councils. At any time the king can choose to dissolve both government bodies.   The Council of Ministers is responsible for internal, external, financial, economic, educational, and defense policies, but the king maintains final authority over all state affairs.  

4.  In 1799 Napoleon Bonaparte became First Consul of France. He established the Constitution of Year VIII which created the Tribunate, the Consulate, a Council of State, and a Legislative Assembly. However, Napoleon rejected separations of power and election. Napoleon implemented post-facto, meaning he would act first and ask his government later if they approved of the action. In 1804 Napoleon became Emperor of France, but the constitution was still in place. 
**Taken from http://robertwnukowski.wmwikis.net/file/view/Conceptlessonplanwnukowski2-1.pdf, with the exception of number 4, which I wrote myself.
